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Youth and Today’s Challenges 

د ُ مح لُُّٰٱلْحَ يُلِل ذل ذَاُهَدَانَُُٱلَّ ٰ اُوَمَاُلِل نَّ يَُُك  دل تَ هح ن َ ُُلل لَ نحُُلَوح هَد ُُ.ٱلُِّٰ ُهَدَانَُُأَ شح نحُُأَ ُأَ
ُ لٰهَُُلَ ُُإل لَّ دَهُ ُٱلُِّٰ ُإل ُُوَحح يكَُُلَ ،ُشَرل ه  هَد ُُلَ شح نَُُّوَأَ دَنَُُأَ دًاُسَيلّ مَّ هُ ُمُ َ د  .ُعَبح ه  ول  ُوَرَس 

مَُّ ه  ُُٱللّٰ محُُصَللّ نَُسَيلُُّعَلَىُوَسَللّ دٍ،ُدل مَّ هلُُوَعَلَىُمُ َ هلُُآلل حَابل صح يَن.ُوَأَ عل جْحَ اُأَ مَّ ،ُأَ د  عح ُب َ
ا يَ ادَُُف َ بَ ،ُعل واُٱلَِّل ق  َُُٱت َّ هلُُحَقَُُّٱلَِّ قَاتل ُ ت   نَُُّوَلَ ُُتَ وت  لَّ محُُإل ت  ن ح ونَُُوَأَ م  لل سح  ُ.م 

Zumratal mukminin rahimakumullah, 

Fear Allah s.w.t. at every moment and in every circumstance. 

Obey all His commands and refrain from all His prohibitions. May 

we attain success in this world and the Hereafter. Amin, ya 

Rabbal ‘Alamin. 

Dear brothers, especially the youth, 

In Surah Al-Kahf, Allah s.w.t. records the story of a group of 

young men who remained steadfast upon faith, even while 

surrounded by an environment that challenged their belief. Allah 

s.w.t. says in verse 13: 
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Which means: “We relate to you (O Muhammad) their story in 

truth. Indeed, they were youths who believed in their Lord, and 

We increased them in guidance.” 

Scholars of tafsir observe that although the term “fityah” 

(youths) had already been mentioned in earlier verses, it is 

repeated here to highlight their distinction – not merely as 

ordinary young people, but as youths whose hearts were filled 

with faith in Allah. 

Al-Imam Ibn Kathir explains that the youths of Ashabul Kahf 

were more open to evaluating and accepting the truth compared 

to those older than them. Though they lived in a time that tested 

faith, they remained firm and principled, putting in effort while 

placing full reliance upon Allah s.w.t. 

Therefore, Allah does not measure a person by age, but by a 

sincere heart and a soul that submits to His guidance. The story 

of the youths of Ashabul Kahf stands as proof that Allah 

elevates ranks, preserves faith, and honours those who truly 

recognise their Lord – even if they are of young age. 

Blessed brothers, 

The context and challenges faced by today’s youth are much 

different from what we observed 15 or 20 years ago. 

Today, we see many positive achievements that reflect the 

capability and potential of our youth across many fields. At the 
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same time, we cannot deny that there remain social issues and 

challenges that sometimes involve them. 

Why is this so, dear brothers? It is because the world has 

become increasingly open. Global norms – both positive and 

negative – now spread without boundaries. Information travels 

rapidly through digital media. 

The challenges faced by youth today reflect even greater 

challenges that may affect the whole of society tomorrow. For 

today’s youth are tomorrow’s parents, leaders, and guardians of 

the next generation. 

Here, the story of the youths of Ashabul Kahf speaks to us with 

profound meaning. They too once stood amid trials and 

pressures that shook faith. Yet those challenges did not weaken 

them; rather, they strengthened their resolve. 

My dear brothers, 

Today’s khutbah calls us to shape the resilience in Muslim youth 

through three guiding principles: 

First: Evaluating ethics and morality through the lens of 

Islam 

Today, moral values are often measured by individual rights and 

societal perceptions. Freedom is emphasised, yet responsibility, 

trust, and dignity are often overlooked. Consider how social 

norms today – partly shaped by media – view sexual relations 
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outside marriage mainly through the lens of freedom and 

consent, without due regard for their long-term impact on 

individuals, families, and society. 

Islam approaches this matter holistically. It considers long-term 

maslahah or welfare, such as preserving lineage, personal 

dignity, and societal morality. This is why Islam permits 

relationships between men and women only within the bond of 

marriage as decreed by the Shariah. This is a form of protection 

rooted in Allah’s mercy towards His servants. 

Therefore, not everything accepted by the masses aligns with 

divine guidance. Islam does not deny rights, but balances them 

with responsibility and wisdom, in pursuit of seeking Allah’s 

pleasure. 

Second: The courage to choose truth over what is normal 

One of our greatest trials today is when wrong becomes normal. 

When something becomes widespread or common, we may stop 

questioning it. For example, negative habits such as using vulgar 

speech and obscene language. What is more concerning is 

when such behaviour is accepted as normal and perceived as 

not needing to be corrected, when in truth, we know that it is 

wrong and sinful. 

Dear brothers, Islam teaches that truth is not measured by 

numbers. The excuse that “many people do it” does not 

determine whether it is right or wrong. Allah says in Surah Al-
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Jathiyah, verse 18, that which means: “Then We put you (O 

Muhammad) on a clear path of the religion, so follow it and do 

not follow the desires of those who do not know.” 

Thus, a believing youth – like the youths of Ashabul Kahf – must 

be able to distinguish between truth and falsehood. Staying 

grounded in this principle differentiates those who are swept 

away by their surrounding pressures from those who remain 

rooted in religious guidance. 

Third: Choosing the right companions on our journey 

towards Allah 

Dear brothers, we are shaped by our environment – by those we 

spend time with, and by the voices that enter our hearts. The 

Prophet s.a.w. reminded us: “A person follows the way of his 

companion, so let each of you look at whom he befriends.” 

(Narrated by Ahmad) 

Today, our circle of companionship and influence does not 

include only those we meet physically, but also the voices and 

figures we engage with on social media. There are also external 

values which may influence us subtly, such as through digital 

influencers. Every click, every view, every follow leaves an 

impact upon the heart and shapes our thinking. So let us be wise 

in choosing companions and a circle of influence which draws us 

closer to Allah s.w.t. 

Honoured congregation, 
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Indeed, the nurturing of resilience in youth does not rest solely 

upon their shoulders. It is also a trust upon the older generation 

to guide them with wisdom and compassion. 

Let us strive together to nurture a generation of youth who are 

firm in faith, clear in principle, and wise in facing the challenges 

of their time. May Allah s.w.t. guide us all to the path that earns 

His pleasure. Amin, ya Rabbal ‘Alamin. 

ُ ل  وح ق   ُُأَ لل وح ر ُُهَذَاُق َ فل غح ت َ سح مَُُاللَُُوَأَ يح ُُالعَظل ،ُلل مح ك  وهُ ُوَلَ ر  فل غح ت َ هُ ُفَاسح نَّ وَُُإل ر ُُه  وح ُالغَف 
م يح حل  ُ.الرَّ
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Second Sermon 

د ُ دًاُلللُُالَْمح يًراُحََح مَرَ،ُكَمَاُكَثل هَد ُُأَ شح نُوَأَ ُُأَ هَُُلَ لَ ُُإل لَّ دَهُ ُاللُ ُإل ُُوَحح يكَُُلَ ُشَرل
، ه  هَد ُُلَ شح نَُُّوَأَ دَنَُُأَ دًاُسَيلّ مَّ هُ ُمُ َ د  هُ ُعَبح ول  مَُُّ.وَرَس  ه  ُُاللَّ محُُصَللّ نَُُعَلَىُوَسَللّ دل ُسَيلّ

دٍُ مَّ هلُُوَعَلَىُمُ َ هلُُآلل حَابل صح يَنُُوَأَ عل جْحَ اُ.أَ مَّ ،ُأَ د  عح اُب َ يَ ادَُُف َ بَ واُالل،ُعل ق  ت َّ عَالَُُاللَُُال ُت َ
يمَا مَرَ،ُفل واُأَ ه  اُوَانت َ مُعَمَّ هُ ُنََاك    .وَزَجَرَُُعَنح

ُ لَ واُأَ واُصَلُّ م  ُُعَلَىُوَسَللّ لّ بل طَفَى،ُالنَّ صح م  قَدحُُالح مَرَنَُُف َ كَُُاللُ ُأَ ذَلل ُُبل ث  ُقَالُحَيح
ُ هلُفُل ابل تَ يزلُُكل نَُُّ:العَزل هُ ُاللَُُإل كَتَ ئل ونَُُوَمَلََ صَلُّ ُُعَلَىُي  لّ بل هَاُيَ اُالنَّ ي ُّ ينَُُأَ ذل واُالَّ ُءَامَن 

وا واُعَلَيهلُُصَلُّ م  يمًاُوَسَللّ لل سح مَُُّ.تَ ه  ُُاللَّ محُُصَللّ ُُوَسَللّ كح نَُُعَلَىُوَبَرل دل دٍُُسَيلّ مَّ ُمُ َ
ُُوَعَلَى نَُُآلل دل دٍُُسَيلّ مَّ    .مُ َ
ضَُ مَُُّوَارح ه  لَفَاءلُُعَنلُُاللَّ ينَُُالخ  دل اشل يَنُُالرَّ يلّ دل اُالَمهح نَ ُُسَادَاتل بل رٍُُأَ مَرَُُبَكح مَانَُُوَع  ثح ُوَع 
، يلّ ةلُُوَعَنُوَعَلل يَّ حَابَةلُُبَقل يَن،ُوَالقَرَابَةلُُالصَّ عل ابل يُوَالتَّ عل يَن،ُوَتَبل عل ابل اُالتَّ مُوَعَنَّ ُمَعَه 
م يهل كَُُوَفل تل حَُُيَُُبلرَحَحَ يَنُُمَُأَرح احَلل    .الرَّ

مَُّ ه  رحُُاللَّ فل يَنُُاغح نل مل ؤح لم  ،ُلل اتل نَ مل يَنُُوَالم ؤح مل لل ،ُوَالم سح مَاتل لل اءلُُوَالم سح يَ مُالَأحح نه  ُمل
ُ وَاتل مَُُّ.وَالَأمح ه  فَعحُُاللَّ اُادح ءَُُعَنَّ لََ بَُُوَالوَبَءَُُالبَ رح دَاءَُُوَالْحَ تل عح مَُُّ.وَالل ه  للَّ رحُُاَ ص  ُانح

ا نَ وَان َ خح ينحَُُإل عَفل ضح تَ لم سح ُُاح ةُفل ُُغَزَّ يَن،ُوَفل طل سح لل حُُفل ُُوَفل للّ حَمَُُيَُُمَكَانٍُُك  يَنُُأَرح احَلل ُ.الرَّ
مَُّ ه  للَّ ُُاَ لح محُُبَدلّ ه  ف َ ا،ُخَوح نً مح محُُأَ نَ  زح رَحًا،ُوَح  محُُف َ ه  رَجًا،ُوَهََّ ُُيَُُف َ يَنُُرَبَّ مل ُ.العَالَ
مَُّ ه  للَّ ُُاَ بل ت  مَُُاكح لح لََمَُُالسلّ نَُُوَالسَّ عَاللَُُوَالَأمَانَُُوَالَأمح لح هلُُلل للّ ُُك  اسل لنَّ يَنُُوَلل عل جْحَ ُ.أَ

ا نَ اُرَب َّ نَ ُُآتل اُفل نيَ ةً،ُالدُّ ُُحَسَنَ رَةلُُوَفل ةً،ُالآخل اُحَسَنَ نَ ارلُُعَذَابَُُوَقل  .النَّ
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ادَُ بَ ،ُعل نَُُّاللل ر ُُاللَُُإل م  ُُيَح لل لعَدح سَانلُُبَل حح اءلُُوَالإل يتَ يُوَإل ،ُذل بََ رح هَىُالق  ن ح ُعَنلُُوَي َ
شَاءلُ نكَرلُُالفَحح ،ُوَالم  يل غح محُُوَالب َ ك  ظ  محُُيَعل ك  عَلَّ ونَ،ُلَ ر  واُتَذَكَّ ر  يمَُُاللَُُفَاذك  ُالعَظل
، مح ك رحك  وهُ ُيَذح ر  ك  هلُُعَلَىُوَاشح عَمل ،ُنل مح وهُ ُيَزلدحك  أَل  نُوَاسح هلُُمل لل م،ُفَضح ك  طل عح ر ُُي   كح ُوَلَذل

،ُالللُ بَ  كح لَم ُُوَاللُ ُأَ عح ونَُُمَاُي َ ع  ن َ صح  .تَ
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


